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Vidyadhar Govind (Pandit) Tatake (1926-2004): An ingenious
instrumentalist, an authority on thermoluminescence, and a lover

of classical Indian music
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A very close personal friend and associate Vidyadhar
Govind (Pandit) Tatake passed away on September 30,
2004 after a prolonged illness, at Pune, India. His
family was with him when he breathed his last. Born on
July 24, 1926 in a farmer’s family to Indira and Govind
Tatake at Sangli, Maharashtra, India, Pandit had his
early education at the prestigious Nutan Marathi
Vidyalay in Pune. Graduating from the school he
joined the equally illustrious Fergusson College, Pune
University, from where he obtained his M. Sc. in
Physics in 1953.

He was a voracious reader and impressed everyone
even in his childhood by his knowledge of several areas
including traditional Hindu teaching and philosophy. It
was for this reason that he was nicknamed Pandit
meaning a learned person. This name stayed with him
all his life and his friends always called him by this
name. Although he was interested in Physics in gen-
eral, he had a special liking for electronics and instru-
mentation. When he studied Physics, electronics was
still nascent and hence found only a perfunctory place
in the curriculum. So he decided to obtain a post-
graduate diploma in Electronics right after his M. Sc. in
Physics from University of Pune. At that time there
were very few who had specialized training in both of
these important disciplines. It was also the time Inde-
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pendent India was anxious to set up world-class insti-
tutions for research in leading branches of science. One
such area was that of Atomic Energy. The Father of
Indian Atomic Energy Establishment, Dr. Homi
Bhabha, with the blessings from the then Prime Min-
ister Jawaharlal Nehru, was enlisting intellectuals to
undertake research and development in all the areas of
Atomic Energy including biological effects and appli-
cations of Atomic Energy. A major department of
Biology and Agriculture was established, in 1952, in
the Atomic Research Establishment. Initially it was
located in the premises of the Indian Cancer Research
Institute at Parel, Mumbai (then called Bombay), but
soon thereafter shifted to the Richardson and Cruddas
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